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Possible School Merger With Keilor Heights Primary School

Over the past two weeks | have had two meetings with Mr John Fry, Principal of Keilor Heights Primary
School, with regards to our schools merging at the beginning of 2011.

At the last Keilor Heights School Council meeting held on 13/10/09 it was moved that KHPS would have
formal discussions with Milleara Primary School over the possibility of a merger of the two schools, on the
Keilor Heights site. This situation has arisen at the request of the Milleara Primary School Council who
believes that offering a high quality curriculum would be extremely difficult for them in the future as their
student enrolment continues to decline.

What is a school merger?

A merger is when 2 or more schools join together to become 1.

What happens to the students at a merged school?

When 2 or more schools join in a merger parents have the right to send their children to the merged school
or another school of their choice. No one is forced to go to the merged school.

Who would govern a merged school?

A school council would be in place to govern the school along with the current school staff.

Would teachers have to leave/be displaced?

A memorandum of understanding would be in place that would specify the staff rules for the merger.
Typically this would mean that NO staff member would be forced to move and that for the 2 years after the
merger, all teachers would be based at the merged school. This could mean that the merged school has
additional staff (more staff than needed for the enrolment) and the Department of Education would pay for
any over entitlement staff. (This can be a big advantage for 2 years!)

Who would be the Principal?

All members of the principal class at the date of the merger shall become part of the establishment of the
new school. Who would be the principal would be covered in the memorandum of understanding that would
be signed off by both School Councils.

What about the resources of the closed school?

In a merger all resources (everything that the schools own including books, computers, furniture, equipment
and money) belongs to the new merged school. Much of the resources may not be needed eg furniture and
the school could sell or give it away.

What about the school name — Is it changed?

Whilst the naming of any school is up to the School Council it is extremely unlikely that anyone would want
the name of Keilor Heights Primary School changed because of a merger.

Would our school uniform be changed?

Whilst the uniform policy of any school is up to the School Council it is extremely unlikely that anyone
would want the uniform of Keilor Heights Primary School changed because of a merger.

What enrolment would a merged school have?

If a merger was to proceed at the start of 2011 the projected enrolments at both schools could be:

Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total
KHPS 40 45 42 38 45 39 39 288
MPS 5 5 10 10 13 13 10 66
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Some of the Milleara PS students may not wish to attend the merged school and could go elsewhere. If we
assume 50 % of each year level wished to attend the merged school we would have an enrolment of
approximately;

Prep 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total
Merger 43 43 47 43 51 45 44 316
Could Keilor Heights buildings cope with a merger?
Keilor Heights is undergoing a huge rebuilding program. At the end of 2010 the school will have completed
a total upgrade and have enough space to house all children. It would not require any portable classrooms.
Would the school curriculum change?
The curriculum at both schools uses VELS as its framework. There would be no real change to the
curriculum. As a bigger school it would have a broader curriculum than Milleara can offer.
Keilor Heights has had outstanding results in state and national testing over the past five years.
Will there be extra money available?
Unlike the beginning of the year, there is no federal building money available. We are investigating whether
there is any funding available to assist both schools in agreeing to the merger.
Where to now?
We have requested that region provide a facilitator to assist this process. John Fry will attend our November
School Council Meeting and | will attend Keilor Height’s November meeting to discuss the matter further.

Term 4
Wednesday October 21* Prep 2010 Information Night - 7pm
Thursday October 22" Book Week Celebrations
Friday October 23" Interschool Sports v Calder Rise — HOME
Wednesday October 28" School Council Meeting 7.30pm
Friday October 30" Interschool Sports v Avondale - HOME
Monday November 2" Power of One Performance for the whole school
Tuesday November 3" Melbourne Cup Day — No School
Friday November 6" BYE in Interschool Sports
Friday November 13" Interschool Sports v St John Bosco

Disco

Tuesday November 17" Bush Dance lessons
Friday November 20" Interschool Sports v St Augustines — AWAY
Wednesday November 25" School Council Meeting 7.30pm
Thursday November 26" Kanga Cricket Day
Tuesday December 1% Bush Dance 7pm
Tuesday December 8" Grade 6 and Prep 2010 Orientation Day

MERIT CERTIFICATES
Week ending 16th of October
Jaiden.B, Joseph.P, James.P, Tiana.B, Shayan.R, Taylor.G, Pauline.F, Joeli.H, Reef.G and
Jordan.R.
School Council Meeting
Due to the Prep Information Evening, this month’s School Council Meeting has been moved to
Wednesday 28" October.
Avondale.Heights Multi-purpose Community Centre
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Elena and Jonathon, our School
Captains, recently attended the site
of the new Avondale Heights
Community Centre.

Mr Rob Hulls, our local member and
deputy premier of Victoria, spoke
enthusiastically about the new
facilities being built and of their
value to all residents in Avondale
Heights.




No Hat, No Play.

A reminder to all families that term 4 is a Sunsmart term and that students without
correct hats will not be able to play in the yard.
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We are attempting to keep student absences to an absolute minimum this term. Term four is an
important term with teachers completing a wide range of tests and assessments.

WE ARE HERE NEXT YEAR, ARE YOU?

It's that time of year again were we start to look at next year, class sizes, teaching staff
etc. If you know of anyone coming o our school next year that hasn't fold us yet or you think
you won't be at Milleara next year please let Mr Bastiaan or Kellie know.

EMA CHEQUES
If you are one of the parents that were receiving your second payment of EMA by cheque, they have
arrived and are waiting at the office to be picked up. Please see Kellie if you are unsure.

CANTEEN CORNER
Next week’s Roster

26th of October 27th of October 28th of October 29th of October 30th of October
W: M/R: L: M/R: W:
W: Natalie.G W: W:

**Please note that lunch orders have to be in paper bags we have a few children providing large yellow
envelopes for their lunch orders to be placed in. Please provide a paper bag or buy one for 10 cents from the
Canteen**.

We have yummy food for lunch orders like — Patties Party Pies $1.00, Travellers Pie $3.00, Pizza
Pockets $2.20, Chicken tender rolls ranging in price from $3.30, lasaghe and twirls $3.00.
We also have Big M's for $1.90, thorpedo water $2.00, fruit box tropical $1.60.

For the summer thirst we will also have frozen mix berry cups $2.00, 99% fruit juice slurrpys

$2.00.
So send in your lunch orders and treat yourself with some of these yummy products we have.
If there are any adults wishing to help out on a Wednes -

Shirlene Ollington.
Canteen Manager

BOOK PARADE
Dress in your favourite book character to help us
celebrate Book week. The Parade will be
happening tomorrow at 9.05am. Come
along and have yourself a fun time.
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A prize will be awarded to one child in each
grade.
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National Bandanna Day, Friday 30 October

We are selling each lunch time Bandannas for $3.00 and Pens for $2.00 to help
raise funds for 12 -24 year olds living with cancer. So get behind young people

and get yourself a cool bandanna or write with a special pen.
When you wear your bandanna on National Bandanna Day, you are showing young people living
with cancer that they are not alone - so thank you for your support!

YEAR BOOK
We have started thinking about our year book and hope that some parents might have been snap
happy and taken some photos at events this year. If you have photos it would be great if you could
bring them into the office. On an usb or cd would be the best but if you have a photo that’s fine. We
will return anything given to use as soon as possible.

EAST KEILOR CRICKET CLUB
JUNIOR CRICKET PROGRAM
INFORMATION SHEET (Boys and Girls)
Please visit our Website at: eastkeilor.cricketvictoria.com.au
MILO IN 2 CRICKET (AGES 5-10 YRS)
Start: Friday Oct 23, 2009 6.00pm — 7:30pm
End: Friday Dec 11, 2009 (8 week program)
Cost  $50  —includes cricket bat, safety ball, bucket hat, t-shirt and more
Girls and Boys Welcome
Registration: Fri Oct 23, 2009 at 5.30pm
Contact: Andrew Hogan 0418 576 090
Venue: East Keilor Cricket Club

Overland Reserve, Parkside Avenue, East Keilor (Map 27 D1)

JUNIORS (Under 10s, 12s, 14s, 16s)
Season Commences ~ Saturday 10™ October 2008. (Players welcome anytime)

Home Venue Overland Reserve, Parkside Ave, East Keilor Melways Map 27 D1
Age Group  Training Match Day
Under 10 Wed 5pm Fri nights 5:15pm — 8.00pm
Under 12 Wed 5pm Satam  8:20pm - 11.30am
(May be playing Fri nights 5:15 Home games)
Under 14 Tues 5pm Satam  8:20pm — 11.30am
Under 16 Tues and Thurs 5pm  Satam  8:20pm — 11.30am
Seniors Tues and Thurs 6pm  Satpm  1.00pm — 6.00pm

Age cutoff for Juniors is age at 1" September 2009
Club Contacts (Any guestions please call)
Junior Co-ordinator : Andrew Dickie 0409 126 576
Milo Co-ordinator Andrew Hogan 0418 576 090
President : Evan Ryan 0411577 110




VICSWIM LESSONS

Vicswim are running swimming programs at local pools again this summer. Programs from $52.00

Enrolments close December 9, 2009.
For enrolments, venues and dates visit
WWW.Vicswim.com.au

S

T
Kumon East Keilor Education Centre
Brimbank Church of Christ i
59 Milleara Rd, East Keilor
Open: Tuesday & Friday. 3:30pm to 6:30pi
Contact: Sheryn Chen
Tel: 0434 155 275

Visit www.kumon.com.au or call 1800 458 666
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Hol i day

Whilst on a family holiday 6 year old Jocelyn became
caught in a rip. Her father saved two of her siblings but
was hel pless to reach Jocel
his daughter using her life saving backstroke skills. When

the I|ifeguard
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Receive a FREE introductory swimming and
water safety session if you book before November

30™ 20009.

For more information please contact the East Keilor
Leisure Centre

on 9336 3711 or email angela.dion@ymca.org.au
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